
The Board of Education of the Hitchcock County Schools met for a special board meeting, Wednesday, January 28, 2026 at 5:00 PM at the Hitchcock County Jr/Sr High School.  Present were board members Scott, Webb, Cook, Melchert, Hagan, and Marks.  Also present were Superintendent Sattler, J. Frederick, E. O’Byrne, L. Caddick, J. Farr, M. Hagan, J. Rahrs, C. Rippen, K. Ruppert, & C. Hrnchir.
President Scott called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  Notice of the board’s adherence to the Nebraska Open Meeting Law posted on the north wall of the meeting room was given.  The meeting was properly advertised in the Hitchcock County News on Thursday, January 22, 2026. 
Moved by Hagan; seconded by Cook to approve the January 28, 2026 special board meeting agenda as presented.  Aye votes Hagan, Marks, Melchert, Webb, Scott and Cook; nay votes none.
President Scott recognized and welcomed visitors. Scott noted that a time for public comment would be open at a later time in the meeting.  
President Scott along with interview committee members Melchert, and Webb shared information that three candidates, Brian Redinger, Kelly Erickson, and Andrew Carlton interviewed for the Superintendent position. Each of the candidates had the necessary credentials for the position. Two candidates stood out during the extensive interview process. President Scott thanked Business Technology teacher, Chris Rippen for her assistance during the interview process as well.  
Moved by Melchert; seconded by Webb to offer a contract to Kelly Erickson for the position of Superintendent for the 2026-2027 school year. Aye votes Scott, Cook, Hagan, Marks, Melchert, and Webb; nay votes none. 
Moved by Webb; seconded by Melchert to move into executive session at 5:12 PM to discuss the contract negotiations for the protection of the public interest of the superintendent of schools for the 2026-2027 school year.  Aye votes Marks, Melchert, Webb, Scott, Cook, and Hagan; nay votes none.
Moved by Hagan; seconded by Webb to move out of executive session at 5:28 PM.  Aye votes Melchert, Webb, Scott, Cook, Hagan, and Marks; nay votes none.
Moved by Hagan; seconded by Webb to appoint President Scott to authorize the negotiation of contract for Kelly Erickson for the 2026-2027 school year. Aye votes Webb, Scott, Cook, Hagan, Marks; nay votes none. 
President Scott offered visitors an opportunity for public comment. There was no public comment.
President Scott adjourned the meeting at 5:30 PM.
The next regular board meeting will be held Monday, February 9th, 2026 at 6 PM. The agenda kept continuously current is available to the public for items of an emergency nature. The meeting is open to the public. 
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